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ERRORS of QUAKERISM diſplay'd. 


139 
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A 
DIALOGUE 


© PB &S % en | 
QUAKER SPEAKER and a Lay ProTESTANT. 


Will be yrs our ſeveral (of the many) Errors, 


Sophiſtry, and Inconſiſtancies of their Cham- 
pion, R. Barclay, in his Apology for their Prin- 
ciples; alſo the AurHOR's RRASOONS for 
embracing, and afterwards renouncing them. 


BU JOHN GRAHAM. * 1 


Acrs, Chap. xix. Ver. 13, 14, If, 16. 
Then certain of the vagabond Jews, Exorciſts, took upon 
them to call over them which had Evil Spirits, in the 
Name of the LoRD JESUS, ſaying, We adjare you 
by JESUS whom Paul preacheth. 
And there were ſeven Sons of one Sceva a Jew, and Chief 
of the Prieſts, which did ſo. 
And the Evil Spirit auſwered and ſaid, JESUS I know, 
and Paul I know ; but who are ye? | 
And the Man in whom the Evil Spirit was, leapt on them, 
and overcame them, and prevailed againſt them, ſo that 
tbey fled out of that Houſe naked and wounded. 
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FV will bi expected by my Readers, 
that I ſhould afjign my Reaſons for 

| thus facing the World ; which J 
{hall here freely and impartially do, in 
as few Words as | am capable 75 and 
as the Nature of the Affair will Hear. 
I have for many Years avorn Simon 
Pure's Mask, Al of late it became 

| ſ - Ii Anmoyance to my Face, that I 


a 2 Was 


— ͤ Q IE one 918 Cope * —·˖[( . * , * * „ ** 
. n ' 


iv PREFACE. 


das obliged to throw it off, and am 
reſolved to 


* in broad Day- lig hi 
with a bare Face. I am perſuaded the 


wuakers will aſcribe my throwing of it 


ave the Satisfaction of appealing to 
my own Boſ EO 4. and 
Laudableneſs of my Motives, for re- 
nouncing their erroneous Principles, 
which I ignorantly imbibed, without 
underſtanding of them, when an Appren- 
tice, (to a Quaker) and aged about 
Sixteen Tears; at which Age very fea 
Geniuſes are ſo ripe, as to adjuſt (with 
that Accuracy as is requiſite in 15 im- 
portant an Affair as Religion ) betwixt 


rigbt and wrong Principles. 
However, I continued many Tears 


very zealous for Trifles ; durſt not ſo 
much as jay Sir, or you, to a fingle 
Perſon, or name the Days and Months 
after the Heathens ; neither durſt ven- 


ture to peep into any Books of Divi- 
| nity, 


F to wrong and baſe Cauſes ; but that 
1 me not the leaſt Concern, as I 


5 
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nity, excepting thoſe wrote by Quakers ; 
the Books wrote by Prieſts, of any Sort, 
FT was taught to look upon them as only 
Produdtions of Antichriſt, and Worſhip- 
ers of the Beaſt, Epithets given them 
by Barclay, Penn, Whitehead, Criſp 
and Fiſher, &c. as may be ſeen in their 
uncouth Writings. & 
As to Barclay's Apology, I for ma- 
ny Tears loo d upon it as one of the 
beſt Syſtems of Divinity extant ; which 


ledge of Men, and made ſome Remarks 
upon their Diſpoſitions and Natures : 
And by comparing thoſe Remarks with 
that Deſcription Barclay gives of Hu- 
man Nature, I evidently perceived that 
Barclay's Theory ſadly claſh'd with 
Mens Fractices and Experiences; where 
he roundly aſſerts, (in Page 98.) That 
the Human Soul is as naturally prone 
to Sin, as a Stone is to move (of its 
own Nature) downward towards the 

Center ; 


vi PREFACE. 
Center; fo (in like manner) the Heart 
of Man is prone naturally, and inclined 
to Sin or Bvil. öde ent e 

 Ifithis Authors Aſſertion be true, 
we cannot be counted moral Agents. 


Every Body knows that 4 Stone cannot 


of itſelf fly upwards ;. and if Men as 
neceſſarily fin as a Stone of its oaan Na- 
ture or Cravity tclines and moves to- 
wards the Center, then Men neceſſarily 
fin; to fin ts as neceſſary as their Being. 
But I bambly canceive this wyll ot be 
deemed Sin in us, no more than the 
beating of our Fulſe or Arteries; net- 


ther can we frame ſa unworthy an Idea 


of the great and good Being, as to 
imagine be will puniſh us for what we 
cannot belp. But the Abſurdity of this 
Notion will plainly appear by this Ex- 
periment : Let any Man try if he has 
Pocuer over his Hands and Feet, fare it 
is in bis Poezer to keep} his Hands from 
his Mouth; if it is, *tis alſo in his 
Focver to forbear Exceſs in Tating and 

Drink- 
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Drinking. Again, af he has the Com- 
mand of bis Fees, 'fo as to go either 
this Yay or that, or to ft Jrill, as ſure 
he bas, it is then in bis Pover 10 ab- 
Stain from ill Company, and vitious 
Places; &. ©: 

But this is only one. of the many Er- 
rors in this applauded Apology, which 
I bereafter 2 willing) parpoſe to 
deſect in a-minute Manner ; but at pre- 
ſent, by loo Circumſtances in the World, 
and my Buſineſs is ſuch as will not per- 
mit ine to throw away ſo much Time as 
ſuch an Vndertaking would require. 

Whoever will be at the Pains of look- 
ing over Batclay*s Diſcourſe of Man's 
Ability ſince the Tull, (beginning at the 
Fage above mentioned ) they will eaſily 
ſee through his Error, where he mates 
Men mere Machines, and no moral A- 
gents : The very Texts of Scripture he 
quotes to prove his falſe Hypotheſis, he 
miſexplains and perverts the obvious 
Senſe of them; which any Man may 

eaſily 
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 eafily ſee, by carefully examining what | 


goes before and what follows after. In 
ſhort, I could pick out of his Apology 
abundance of Texts he quotes, and ſhow 
that be underſtands them almoſt in eve- 
ry Senſe except the true Senſe. Indeed 
the Scripture is ſo full of Metaphors, 
Allegories, Types and Figures, that if 
Men, in underſtanding what they read, 
carry not along with them the Attributes 
of God, and take in the Reaſon and 
moral Rectitude of Things, and care- 
fully compare Paſſages that are abſtruſe 
with thoſe that are obvious, always ob- 
ſerving the Scope and Deſign of Things, 
they may eaſily be drawn into very un- 
worthy and erroneous Opinions concern- 
ing God and Religion, as I have in the 
Dialogue touched upon. 

The next Eſſay I made was to pick 
p 4 few of the beſt Authors I could 7 
come at to read, I happened to ſcrape - 
an Acquaintance with a Gentleman of 
good Senſe, a fine Taſte, and diſcerning 

Judgment, 
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PREFACE. ix 
Judgment, who had a Chamber ell 


furniſhed with Authors of the firſt Claſs, 


and who was ready to oblige me with 
the Loan of any of his Books. I got at 
ſundry Times a few Authors, wvho, af- 
ter I had carefully read and digeſted 
them, the Scales of Prejudice fell from 
mine yes; and I then eaſily perceived 
Barclay's cloven Feet, and diſcovered 
the Errors, Sophiſtry, and Inconſiſt an- 
cies which run thro the whole Scheme. 
The Books which ſiruc my Taſte frſt 
were, Dr. Scot's Chriſtian Life, Dr. 
Clarke's Sermons preached at Boyle's 
Lectures, Biſhop Sharp, Stillingfleer, 
Woolaſton's Religion of Nature Deli- 
neated, Spectators, and Biſop Tay lot: 
Which Books, I am perſuaded, would 


but the diſcerning Fart of the Quakers 


ſtrip themſelves of ſo much Prejudice as 


to read impartially, they would with 
Pleaſure Jook upon Religion, as it is 
fo beautifully diſplay'd in /o clear and 
intelligible a Light, that a Man may, 

| b run 
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run and ſee their Arguments conſo- 
nant to Scripture, agreeable to unpre- 


judiced Reaſon, and to the Nature and 


Fitneſs of 'Things. 

'1is a Thing to be regretted, that ſo 
many bright Geniuſes (who are Mem- 
bers of our Church, as well as ſome 
others ) ſhould invert the Order of Na- 
ture ſo far, as to throw away the great- 
eſt Fart of their Time upon Toys and 
Rattles, which court and careſs us at 
firſt Meeting, but never fail leaving a 
Sting behind them. Would but Men 
exert themſelves, and att up io the Dig- 
nity of their Natures, by mortifying 
their ſenſual Appetites and Paſjrons, by 
keeping of them under ſtrièt Diſcipline, 
and taſte of thoſe permanent Pleaſures 
which naiurally reſult from a Conſcionſ- 
neſs of having acted up to the Dignity 
4 therr rational Nature, they would 

oak back upon their mij-ſpent Time, 
(which she) had thrown away upon the 
indulging and gratifying their ſenſual 

Appetites, 
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Appetites, and the fleeting Pleaſures 
of Senſe) they would look back with 
tavitting Sorrow and Regret, which 
I am not aſhamed to own it to be my 
Caſe. After I had thus ſtruck off the 
Shackles of Prejudice and Ignorance, 
which I had caught among ſt the Qua- 


ters, I then entertained a more favour- 


able Opinion of the great and good Be- 
ing; I could then believe he would not 
be diſpleaſed with his Creatures for 
Trifles, ſuch as Sounds, Colours, 4 
Shape of a Coat, or the moulding of 
the Hat. I then began to atiack broad 
brim'd Hats, aud long Green Aprons, 
on which Account I not a little ſuſfered 
in my Purſe and Character among ſt them; 
which is ſo well known in the Town of 
Sunderland, where I reſided above 


Twenty-five Tears, that the mentioning 


of it is ſufficient, I then found I 
might either barter my Underſtanding 
and Conſcience, or | might be at open 
War with them. However, I was de- 
| b 2 termined 


x FRE FA CE 
termined to oppoſe every thing that did 


claſh with, or was oppoſite to Rea- 
Jon and common Senſe ; by which Means 
nom and then drew Committees upon 
me, draughied out of the Houſe, who 
now and then ſat upon my Corps for 
Crimes which they could not prove cri- 
minal ; ſuch as uſing the Mord you in— 
fjtead of thou, ſaying Sir to 4 Man, 
naming the Days and Months after the 
Heathens, and now and then repeating 
a liitle Nonſenſe preached in their Meet- 
ings, and uſing 4 little Recreation, ſuch 
as throwing a Bowl upon a Green, &c. 
They at laſt exhibited a Libel againſt 
me, ſtuſfed with groſs Untruihs, which 
can demon ſtrate if called upon; and 
cliefly on acccunt of my not performing 
Inpoſſibilities, not paying of my Credi- 
tors Twenty Shillings to the Found, 
when God and the World knows I 
could not, Hoawever, notwathſtand- 
ing this wile Vſage, and much worſe, 
any of the Quakers of ne 

| 549 
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have been guilty of touching my Charac- 
ter and Buſineſs, I (with the utmoſt 
Sincerity ) freely forgive them, and do 
wiſh them Repentance and 4 better 
Mind. 

I will not expoſe here by Name, bus 
I will always blame the Crime and jpare 
the Man; becauſe 1 think no Society of 
Men are Blame worthy for the Errors 
or Villany of particular Members, un- 
beſs the religious Tenets allow of ſuch 
Practices. PLS 

I bave now arrived to the Knowledge 
of ſome demonſtrative Truths, ſuch as 
to know Black from White, and a Church 


from a Wind-mill : alſo have learned 


that three and two are equal to five, and 
that the Whole of any Ihing is equiva- 
lent to all its Parts: So that, when 
any Perſon in my Hearing call Black 
IWhite, or a Church a JWind-mill, or 
aſſerts that three and two are not equal 


to five, &c. | then very frankly play 


my ſmall Talents at them, and labours 
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10 ſhow them the Abſurdity of their 


Aſſertions. And if I have in this Di- 
alogue played too ſmarily upon Mr. 
Pure, "tis, I Hope, only Upon ſuch 
Points as are ridiculous in themſelves, 
and therefore will not admit of grave 
Argument: But ſerious and ſacred 
Points I hope I have treated with all 
beconting Decency and Gravity, ſuch as 
the Naiure of the Points require. 

There 1s certainly a certain Grace 
which ſhould accompany every Action 


of Life : Surely it would be as ridicu- 


lous to be merry upon a grave Subject, 
as it wwould be to be grave upon a mer - 
ry one, I ſay, ſuch Points as are ri- 
diculous in themſelves, I bawe treated 
them in way of Humour and Pleaſaniry : 


But if any of the Quakers ſhould think 


I have ſallied out now and then upon 


what they call Truth, it will naturally 
retort back upon my own Head, as their 
Friend Martin's Flail did upon his; 
if it ſhould prove ſo, I hope to bear 


the 


. 
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the Chaſtiſement with becoming Reſig- 
nation Truth is ſuppoſed to bear 
all manner of Lights ; but that which 
can only be ſhewn in one Light is que- 


ſtionable. So that *tis the Opinion of 


ſome Criticks, that "tis the beſt Standard 
by which we may diſcover what is 
really liable to Ridicule ; if it will not 
bear Trial by this Criterion, wwe may 
venture to Pronounce it not Truth, how- 
ever garniſh'd with the Flowers of Elo- 
quence. | | | 

I have taken great Care to extort no 
Expreſſrons from Friend Pute but what 
I can prove from Matters of Fact, and 
from their Mritings, or deduced from 
them; and if I hade rub'd up ſome 
particular Ferfons in the Dialogue, tis 
only for ſuch Things as the Society al- 
lows of : I bade not ſo much as ſet 
down one Letter of any Man's Name of 
the Quakers, excepting their Writers, 
whom I now and then refer to. There- 
fore, if any of them ſhould happen to 


Meet 


x PREFACE. 


meet with a Cap that may fit their Head, 
let it fit there, 

The Quakers as a Feople have ever 
boaſted of greater Favours and Com- 


munications from the Deity than any 


Set of Chriſtians in the World pretend- 


ed to. Whatever the Fore-elders of 


them might excel other Folks in, I will 
not 4 * to determine; but ſure I 
am, the preſent Generation ¶ notwith- 
Standing their ſpecious Pretenſions of be- 
ing under the Guidance of the infallible 
Spirit) are as profligate in their Lives 
and Morals as any Sort of People : Are 
they not as much given to Covetouſneſs, 
Pride, Back-biting, Tale-bearing, Ma- 
lice and Envy, as other People, who do 


not pretend to be ſo great Favourites of 


Heawen 4s they vainly pretend to © But 
are ſuch Fruits as theſe the oo Fruits 
"of the Spirit of the Goſpel? Are they 
not as great Fpicures as any Set of Men? 
Do they not pamper and. indulge their 
Appetites, and make Gods Were wer 

ies 2 


* 


1 


\ 


Mow ay ccacnc...ct 


A = A _< OE. 
, . 5 * 's „ AR ( / 4 FF ＋ Fu . Sg? * A * —.— * — 
b Py & | E a we 
8 & EF. #.-\ - 
} A 2 * e, $ . * * 
— — £F . 7 
. Fs 6 4 $.4 Fl 4 0 | 
F ff 
" "of 5 1 — * F 
* ; a 
** mw F # . ff wr 
2 Ro 


PREFACE. xvi 


lies? Aud yet ꝛbey would fain make 
the World. believe. they are the moſt 
pure Saints upon this Globe; but by 
their Fraits they diſcover what they 
are. However, there ig no general Rule 
without an Exception, I muſt own, 
that there are a great many ſincere, 
honeſt Men among ft them, Men of 
barge Capacities; and ſeveral of their 
Preachers\talk very intelligibly, agree- 
able to their Fenets, but ſuch are very 
thin ſocun amongſt them; ibe fur greater 
Fart are mere Bublers, their Dijconrſes 
are every Wiit as unintelligible as Ja- 
cob Bemans Viſions, or the frous 
Tinker's Pilgrim's Progreſs; and all 
the Dreams and Ribaldry they wend is 
fatber'd upon the good and 11fallible 
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of Chriſt; but the Covering is too nar- 
row to hide their Ignorance and Naked- 
| f N en di 

 T1kmwlI Shall be laugh'd at and de- 
ſpiſed by many of the Quakers, who 
are wonderful wiſe in their own Con- 
ceits ; but, foraſmuch-as I am conſcious 
that what I have done proceeded not 


from Spleen and Prejudice, but from 


laudable Motives, viz. to point out 


' thoſe Rocks and Sands which many a 


Soul has ſunk and ſplit upon, there- 
fore let them laugh that laughs at laſt. 
If what I have wrote ſhould have 
its deſir'd Effect, to put ſome of. the 
diſcerning Part of the Ouakers upon the 
Scent, (who already ſees through the 
Mask, but are awed either by Intereſt, 
or ſwayed by a Farty ) to examine ſtrid- 


ly their Building, which (I am bold to 


ſay upon a ſtrict Scrutiny they vill 


find to be Hay, Wood and Stubble, 


ewhich Combuſtibles cannot endure the 
Frre, 
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Fire, but muſt be reduced to Smoke and 

Aſhes, my End in this Publication avill 

be ſo far anſwered ; and I am, 
CANDID READER, 


Your moſt obliged, 


Humble Servant, 


Simon 


= 


\ 
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Simon Pure Unmask'd © 
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Quares SerAker and a Lay PROTESTANT. 


QUaAaKke R. 
Am glad of this Opportunity; 
it was what I wanted, in order 
to unboſom myſelf, and diſcharge 
a good Conſcience. 
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Jam prepared to give you this Opportu- 
nity, and to hear what you have to ſay. 
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Quark. 


It was 1 fajely notified to me, t thou 
hath | entirely ſwerved from the Truth, 
(fince thou went into the Country) and 
fled on to the barren Mountains, and taken 
Sanctuary amongſt the carnal Worſhipers of 
the Steplehouſe; which is Cayſe of ſore 
Mourning and Lamentation to the Elders of 

Hrael,--who hang their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows, and ſitteth down. by the Rivers of Ba- 
bylon, and weeps and mourns mourning like 
unto the mournin 1g of Hadadrimon in the Val. 
ley of Megidon : Crying, How hath the Mighty 
fallen, and the Weapons of War periſbed ? It 
is even told in Gath, and publiſbed in the 


Streets of Askelon: The Sons, and Daughters 


of the Uncircumciſed rejoice, and wags their, 
Heads at thy Fall. O that thou mighteſt 
turn thy Mind to the Light within, and it 
will ' ſhow thee from whence thou art fal- 
len, and, Jead thee the Way back to the 
true Fold again, which would rejoice my 
Inward Man. 8 by 


\ 
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(> 1 


. 


The Notification you have had reſpeRing 
my leaving your Society, and having 
Joined in Fellowſhip with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, is very true; and upon Motives 
ſo juſt and rational, that I ſhall not any 
more be concerned with you as a People 
in a religious Senſe: So that your canting 
Harangue, touching my coming over to your 
Society again, is altogether ſuperfluous, and 
proves abortive. 


QUAKE R, 


I am really grieved in Spirit to find thee 
ſo much darkened and hardened in thy 
Mind, as to diſregard all the Admonition 


and Reproof of Friends. Thou appears to 


be determined to abide feeding upon the 
barren Mountains, the Husks of Ceremonies, 
which we as a People are called from to 
a more ſublime and ſpiritual Worſhip, as 
we had Cauſe to believe thou alſo was in 
the Days of thy Youth; and how thou 
can'ſt now (after ſo many Years Travel with 
Iſrael in the Wilderneſs) turn back again in- 
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to Egypt, we are at.a Loſs to conceive. 
But my Mind is attended with a godly Jea- 
louſy,” that thou has luſted after the O- 
nions and Garlick, and the Fleſh-pots there- 
of ; therefore thy Motives for thus apoſtati- 
Zing from the Truth, and our holy Pro- 
feſſion, are not juſt and i. as thou 


wouldeſt inſinuate. 


L AIM AN. 

The ſenſorious and uncharitable Spirit is 
not the Chriſtian Spirit. I tod you my 
Mot ives for revolting from you, and joining 
with that Church I had a Right to by my 
Baptiſm, were juſt and rational, I mean the 
Purity of her Doctrines and Diſcipline : You 
ought to have believed nie to have been ſin- 
cere, as you know not my Heart; tho 
you are too guilty of moving out of your 
Sphere in this Reſpect, uſurping God's Pre- 


rogative, by pretending to know what is out 


of your Reach, Mens In-fides: We can frame 
to ourſelves no other Idea in this Reſpect 
than we do of a Tree, judge of its Good- 
neſs or Badneſs by its Fruits. You ſay 1 


am determined to Pay no Regard to the Ad- 
monition 
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monition and Reproof of Friends, but am 
reſol ved to abide feeding upon the Husks of 
Ceremonies, which you as a People are cal- 
led from, as I alſo (you imagine) was, Cc. 


As to my not adhering to your repeated 
Clamours and Inſults (which you call Ad- 
monitions and Reproof) which I have been 
peſtered with for many Years, they were of 
fach a Nature that I could not ſubmit to 
without offering Violence tomy own Under- 
ſtanding and common Senſe; ſuch as my 
not ufing the Word tho, to a Perſon, naming 
of the Days and Months according to Cu- 
ſtom, ridiculing Nonſenſe and Ribaldry I 


have often heard vended as Goſpel-Truths 


in your religious Aſſemblies, & Your 
uncharitable Cenſure, of ſaying I am deter- 
mined to abide feeding upon Husks of Cere- 
monies, which you ſay you as a People 
were called from, as alſo myſelf, is begging 
of the Queſtion, and is what I will not 
grant you. As to the Motives of George 
Fox, and the reſt of your brit Founders of 
Quakeriſm, for diſſenting from the Eſtablith'd 
Church, and denying and oppoſing the Uſe 
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Goſpel, and repugnant to th 


CTY 


and Benefit of Goſpel-Ordinances, and ſub- 
ſtituting inſtead thereof a Phantom fram'd 
out of a volatile Brain, I will not preſume 
to determine: However, it is eaſy to ob- 
ſerve, that their Motives and Call could not 
proceed from a good Spirit, nor right Reaſon, 
or common Senſe ; becauſe the whole Scheme 
and Foundation of your Principles are in- 
conſiſtent with the whole Tenure of the 
Reaſon and 
moral Fitneſs of Things; which I hope to 
make appear before you and I part. 


Your preſent Generation (generally ſpeak- 
ing) take their Religion upon Truſt, with- 
out examining the Truth or Falſity of your 
Tenets. Many Thouſands of your People 
have not ſo much as the Theory of your Re- 


ligion, cannot give a rational Account of 
the Hope that is in them. 


As to my firſt embracing your Principles, 
I ſhall confeſs | was not then in a Capacity 
to diſtinguiſh (with that Accuracy as is re- 
quiſite in ſo important an Affair) the Truth 


from the Falſity of a religious Propoſition; 


there- 
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therefore my Faith then was implicit, and my 


Zeal blind, and continued ſo many Years, till 
I took a Reſolution to take my Religion no 
longer upon Truſt, determined to try or 


prove all Things, (relating to Religion) and 


only hold faſt that which I took to be beſt, 
moſt conſonant to Scripture, agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, and to the Nature and moral Fitneſs of 
Thin gs: So that I took a Caſt to reading of 
Books wrote by the beſt Authors of our 
Church, as alſo ſome others. Such a Proce- 
dure gave me an Opportunity of comparing 


their Reaſoning and Arguments upon the ſame 


religious Subjects with yours, as are artfully 
and ſophiſtically ſet forth by your great A- 


poligiſt, R. Barclay, in his Apology for your 
Principles; by which Means I diſcovered on 
which Side. the Truth of Things lay, could 


eaſily obſerve juſt Concluſions fairly drawn 


from true Premiſes, and alſo ſee thro? falſe Con- 
cluſions drawn from unjuſt and ſophiſtical Pre— 
miſes: Which 1s the real Caſe with this Min 
you ſo much extol and 1dolize, and pay as 
great a Regard to his inconſiſtent and erroneous 
Scheme in his Apology, as you do to the ſa- 
cred Writings of the Scriptures. Therefore 
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my Reaſons for diſregarding; your Principles 
are founded upon juſt and ſolid Motives, and 
not upon duch as you fookithly — 401 


Quaker 


As with regard to thy light Eſteem ia 
ſeemeſt to have touching thoſe Branches of 
Duty, we as a People chin i it our incumbent 
Duty to obſerve, and enjoin all under our 
holy 'Profeſſion, vi g. to be found in the Prac- 


tice of uſing the Scripture-Language, both 


in regard to the naming of the Days and 
Months, and not to follow the Example 
of the Heathens; as alſo the ufing the Word 
thou to one Perſon, and not you, which is 
the plural Number, and is falſe Grammar, 
Theſe Things thou knoweſt we have often 
been moved to talk to thee about, and gave 
thee ſalutary Advice, Time after Time, to 
be careful not to let thy Teſtimony for the 
Truth drop in theſe and ſuch like Reſpects, 
which our Forefathers in the Truth ſuffered 
for their Stedfaſtneſs herein. 


As to the Accuſation thou unjuſtly charges 
upon the Doctrines delivered by our worthy 
Friends 
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Friends: in gur hotyrAemblics, it is a very 
great Untruth; for we ſay, that our Teſti- 


monies we, are moved to bear for the Truth 


of our holy. Religion are not ſpoke by our 
own Wills z nor is our. Words and Wiſdom 
our own, but are immediately excited in our 
Minds by the Inſpiration of the Light with- 
in, or Holy Spirit: Therefore, how. dareſt 
thou call any Thing thus offered or preach- 
ed, Nonſenſe, and Ribaldry! lt is true, we 
are often moved and inſpired to preach Wiſ- 
dom in a Myſtery, which the carnal. Men 


of the profane World cannot tathom, becauſe 
they are to be ſpiritually diſcerned, which is 


Fooliſbneſs to natural Men: And hence it is 
that our ſpiritual Inferences, preached and 
referred to, are often called Foolifhneſs and 
Nonſenſe by mere natural wiſe Men, who 
can never in that State diſcern the Things of 
God. And how am I burdened to hear thou 
ſpeak. ſo contemptibly of our great and wor- 
thy Apoſtle, George Fox, &c. who, I am 
bold to affirm, was as truly called from the 
carnal World's Worſhip, from hearing of the 
Miniſters of the Letter, and Worſhipers of 
Antichriſt, as the Apoltles were from their 
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Nets; which is demonſtrable from the Suc- 


ceſs he hid in his Miniſtry, which may be 
ſeen in his own Journal, wherein may be 


femark'd many thouſand Souls converted to 


the Truth which we profeſs. No Man ever 
ſince the Apoſtles Days was inſtrumental of 
converting ſo many Souls as this great and 
worthy Friend, Georpe Fox. And I cannot 
help being moved at thy foul Speeches con- 
cerning our great and honourable Friend, 

R. Barclays Apology, which is counted the 
beſt Syſtem of Divinity in the whole World, 

and never could nor can be refuted, though 
ſeveral of the Miniſters of the Letter (who 


were fraught with the Arts and Learning of 


this World, which is Fooliſhneſs with God, 
and neither makes a Man more righteous, or 
leſs wicked) attempted it, but to no Pur- 
poſe; for Barclay is an Adamant: All the 
Art of Learning and Philoſophy, the Smoke 
of the bottomleſs Pit, the Devil's Artillery, 
cannot pierce him, becauſe he hath evident- 
ly proved all our Principles to be righr, not 


only from the outward Letter of the Scrip- 
ture, but has alſo corroborated them by 
certain Arguments drawn from the beſt Au- 


thors 
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thors of the Letter-learned Men of all Claſ- 
ſes of Religion, both ancient and modern, 
many of which were the Men called the Fa- 
thers of the Steplehouſe : So that thou mayeſt 
as well make us quarrel with our Bible, 
(the dead Letter) as with our Apolog y. 


As to thy reading Letter-learned Mens 
Writings upon religious and ſpiritual Mat- 
ters, is a Thing that has blinded the in- 
ward Eyes of thy Mind; ſo that, inſtead of 
keeping thy Eye ſingle to the Light within, 
which would have reſolved thee of all thy 
Doubts, thou has made uſe of thy natural 
Reaſon, which can give no Light in ſpiritual 
Things, or Matters of a religious Nature : 
So that thou has thereby fallen from the 
ſimple Truth, and has ſuck'd in a Doctrine re- 
pugnant to the holy Principles of Truth and 
Friends, ſuch as external Acts of Religion, 
which we abhor and bear our Teſtimony a- 
gainſt in this ſpiritual Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, which ftands not in outward Cere- 
monies and Obſervations, but in Peace and 
29 in the Hol by Ghoſt, \ 
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LAY MAN 


. Nene for the ſtrict Bpkerdance 
of naming of the Days and Months by the 
Scripture-Rule, as alſo the uſing the came in 
Speech, are trifling and childiſh. The Uſe of 


all Words are to convey our Ideas to one ano- 


ther; and if a Man be underſtood to convey the 


ſame Idea by the Word Monday, Auguſt, as the 
ſecond Day of the Week, or the ſixth Month, 

pray where is the Difference? In like manner, 

if I ſay you to a Man inſtead of thou, and 
if I am underſtood, where is the Difference ? 
Shall any Man make me believe that God Al- 
mighty is off:nded at Sounds. I muſt tell you, 
Mr. Pure, you (as a Se) are too nigh in 


Affinity to the Scribes and, Phariſees; are 


mighty ſtrict touching the Mint and the 
Tithe, &c. and too often omits the weightier 
Matters of the Law; are ſtrongly biggoted in 


mere Trifles, which are no Parts of Religion, 


but are quite reverſe of it, which renders 


you ridiculous in the Eyes of all judicious 


and diſcerning Men. I ſhall only. ſay, that 
whoever fondly imagines he offends or pleaſes 
his Maker with the Obſervance or Non-ob- 


ſervance 


aa. A AY. by + 
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ſervance of ſuch Trifles as I have mentioned, 


argues his Conceptions of the Divinity are 
very low, baſe, and unworthy of him. To 
imagine the great and good Being ſhould be 
offended or diſpleaſed with the Colour or 
Cut of a Coat, or the moulding of a Har, 
c. they will not admit of grave Argument; 


ſuch Matters are the proper Subje& of Ridi- 


cule: And the only Way to ſet ſuch Things 
in a proper Light, would be to picture them 
out at Bartholomew Fair, or in a Farce at 


Drury-lane. 


As touching your rude Charge upon me, 
of unjuſtly accuſing ſome of your preaching 
Friends with being guilty of ſpeaking Non- 
ſenſe and Ribaldry in your Aſſembly, I ſhall 
prove my Charge in ſeveral Inſtances, and 


leave it to you to judge how far they are 


guilty in the following Sentences: A noted 
Preacher amongſt you, who (after another 
Perſon had ſpoke about two Hours) ſtood up 
and ſaid, Friends, as I am come to this 
* Meeting as a renewed Spring, a Scripture 
Precept is renewedly opened upon my 
Mind; but foraſmuch as the Meeting is 
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e 
& far ſpent, I will not contract Time (ſhould 
* have ſaid protrat) by Multiplicity of 
«© Words; but inaſmuch as my Mind has 
been attended with collective Remem- 
brances, and furniſhed with Inferences, 
e but I ſhall not enter into particular Spe- 
© cifications, but briefly commit you to Re- 
© ferences,” ſat himſelf down, and ſaid not 
one Word more: Pray what Senſe or Mean- 
ing does ſuch a Piece of Ribaldry convey 
to the Underſtanding ? Again, the ſame Man 


nd 


CY 


A 


at another Time, ſtood up and ſaid in the 


Face of the whole Aﬀembly, “Friends, 
from whence cometh Rains? They are 
* exhaled by the Sun-beams, and thereby 


* caught up into the Clouds, the Clouds 


« empties themſelves upon the Mountains, 
« the Water runs off the Mountains into the 
« Rivulets, out of the Rivulets into the Ri- 
« vers, and from thence are diſembogu'd in- 
* to the great Ocean from whence they 


« came. Now, Friends, you right well 


* know, that I in my natural Capacity, as a 
* mere Man, cannot premiſe nor premedi- 


tate Things of this Kind; but the Tenor 


* 


of theſe Things tendered had no Foun- 
** dation 


6 1 

* dation in Premeditation, but proceeded from 
* the immediate Inſpiration of the Holy Spi- 
« rit,” What a mighty Diſcovery was this! 
Cannot any Man, endowed with the leaſt 
Glimmering of common Senſe, ſee through the 
Abſurdity of ſuch idle Pretences to Inſpira- 
tion? The Words are nearly verbatim, and 
which I was an Ear-witneſs of; as alſo ſeve- 
ral others in the fame Town where this was 
ſpoken may remember. Can any Man of the 
leaſt Degree of Reaſon fit tamely under 
ſuch Jargon and Nonſenſe ? 


QUAKE KR 
Thou Son of Belial, thou Devil's Drudge, 


thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the 
Bond of Iniquity. 


L4iYMAK 


Hold, Mr. Pure, you interrupt me; I am 
not done, I infiſt upon being heard out; 
you betray a Temper which ſavours not of 
the meek Spirit of the Goſpel, which you 


pretend to be a Miniſter of. I expect from 
one of Chriſt's Ambaſſadors a Chriſt-like Be- 


haviour, 
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haviour; but more of the Temper of the 
Wolf appears than that of the Lamb z and 
I am jealous, if moſt of your Preachers 
were ſtript of your Sheeps Clothing, the, 
Nature of the Wolves, would appear, I do 
not at all wonder at your uncouth Language, 
'tis your frequent, Practice; which may be 
ſeen both in your Writings and Preaching, 
Railing inſtead of Argument. I could pick 
out of your Writings (eſpecially thoſe of the 
firſt Age of Quakeriſm) ſuch rude Epithets 
given to good Men who oppos'd your Errors, 


as would outvie Billing ſpate and Sandbill; 
ſuch as Devils incarnate, Devils Greyhounds 
and Drudges, Sons of Belial, &c. But to re- 
turn, I dcfire your Attention till I make 
ſome further Remarks of 'what you faid be- 
fore I mentioned what provokes you. 


QUAKE R 


7 was not angry, but was e moved 
with a holy Indignation againſt, thee for 
ſpeaking ſo contemptibly of my intimate 
Friend and Acquaintance's Preaching, who 
I am convinced was a fincere and an honeſt 


Man. 


E 


Av « Py * 


4 Man. Thou mayeſt proceed; I ſhall exerciſe . 
d the Virtue of Patience. 15 71 
8 | 4 
9 LAYM AN. } 
e, I am of the ſame Opinion concerning your [| 
de, Friend reſpecting his Sincerity and Honeſty; Ki 
8. but I have often ſaid, that every honeſt and F: | 
k ſincere Man is not qualified to make a Pair if 
e of Breeches; neither will it follow, that 
ts every honeſt, ſincere Man, is thereby qua- 
Sz Iified for the Office of a Miniſter of the Go— 
3 ſpel, or a Prime Miniſter of State. But to 
ls return, I. would further remark what you 
e- || - ſaid reſpeQing your Preachers not ſpeaking 
KC their own Words nor Wiſdom, but whatever 
e they ſpeak to the People is immediately ex- 
l cited in their Minds by the Light within, 
or Holy Spirit: Which Expreſſion does not 
a little ſhock me, becauſe 'tis a baſe Thing | 
to father all the falſe Doctrine and arrant 1 
ed Nonſenſe, which is frequently utter'd in 1 
95 your Aſſemblies, upon the infallible Spirit = 
W of God. We find in the Apoſtolick Age, all 3 
19, thoſe who were called into the Miniſtry, and 9 
lt had the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt pour'd out KH 
IN. D upon 1 
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4 upon them, always preach'd the Goſpel in an 
107 intelligible Manner, and in ſeveral Tongues; 


2 


1 al ſo actually did caſt out Evil Spirits, and 

14 wrought many Miracles: But none that we 

'* read of ever was guilty of preaching Non- 

1; ſenſe in the Name of the Lord; which is a 

14 Thing your pretended inſpir'd Preachers are 

— frequently guilty of. 

1 | ſhall mention one or two Inſtances more 

N 4 to prove my Charge in this Reſpect againſt ; 


you: One of your Preachers, a few Years 
ago, came occaſionally to the Meeting I was 
then a Member of, in Company with an— 
other, who (after the latter had kept us till |} 
. we were all about tird) ſtood up and faid, 
“ Friends, I will not ſtop you long with 
„ many Words, which darken Knowledge; 
but however, if we ſty nothing, no body 
can take Advantage at our Words: But 
« I will teil you, my Mind has been bowed 
« down with the Iniquities of yon; ye are 
« guilty of Lying, Swearing, Back-biting, 
„ 'Fale-bearing, and ſomething elſe I will 
% not name: For Modeſty's Sake I will not 
* name it; however, I will tell you in few 
Words, 


FE 


: . ww hd 
_—_— — 22 7 


Mm 


* Words, if your In-fides were turned out, 
* you would look very oddly, oddly, my 
“ Friends,” Said no more: Pray what can 


any Man infer from ſuch Stuff? Will you 


venture to aſcribe ſuch Nonſenſe to the Spi- 
rit of God? 


Another Inſtance of your Error, of pre- 
tending a Call from the Spirit, to viſit your 
Brethren at diſtant Places: A She-miniſter 
pretended a Call, to travel over ſeveral neigh- 
bouring Counties, to preach to her Brethren : 
Got a Certificate of the Meeting ſhe belong'd 
to for that Purpoſe; ſer out upon her Jra— 
vels fraught with the Spirit, preach'd where- 
ever ſhe came zealouſly againſt the Vices of 
the carnal World; exhorted to Chaſtity, and 
other Chriſtian Virtues: But alas! all the 
Time pious Rebecca was pregnant with 


(young Obediab) a Baſtard Child. This is a 
notorious Fact, which a great many of you 


are not ignorant of. You aſſerted that George 


Fox was as truly called into the Miniſtry as 
the Apoſtles were from their Nets, and that 


no one Man fince their Age was an Inſtru— 


ment of converting (ſhould have ſaid per- 


V2 verting ). 
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verting) ſo many Souls as he did by his Mi- 
niſtry, which you ſay may be ſeen in his 
Journal. I have both ſeen and read his Jour- 
nal, and have carefully obſerved the Progreſs 
he inade in that wild uſurped Reign, and 
do not at all wonder at the Proſelytes he 
made, George Fox was void of Educa- 
tion, could not ſo much as read his Mother's 
Tongue; took it into his Head in Oliver's 
Uſurpation to throw up his Laſt and 
Pegin-Awl, march'd off, and ſtroll'd all over 
England, diſpenſing his devout Dreams, as di- 
vine Doctrines, inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt : 
The Nation then being all in Confuſion, 
Numbers of the giddy Multitude ſuck'd in 
his new Doctrines as Divine Oracles ; 
ſo that in a ſhort Time great Numbers 
of the loweſt Claſs: of Mankind (who are 
always fond of Novelties) ſwarm'd to him, 
and he was. immediately dubb'd (by his Ad- 
herents) the Apoſtle of that Age. He had 
ſuch a Caſt at the Buſineſs of Allegory, that 
the plain, literal, obvious Senſe of the Scrip- 
tures (when read to him) would not ſerve 
his Turn; ſo that in a ſhort Space of Time 
he allegoriz'd the literal Senſe of them quite 


away, 


— 22 J 


away, and ſubſtituted in the Room thereof a 
mere Phantom, ſtruck out of a Brain ſtung 
with the Frenzy of Enthuſiaſm: And indeed 
he had baniſh'd all the Divine Ordinances 
(enjoined us in the Goſpel) out of the Church, 
as mere beggarly Elements, and carnal Ordi- 
nances; which may be ſeen in his ignorant 
Writings, corre&ed by V. Penn, &c. And 


this Impoſtor you deem as one of the greateſt | 


Apoſtles ſince the Apoſtolick Age, and afſert his 
Commiſſion to be as valid as the Apoſtles 
were: But unleſs you produce better Autho- 
rity for his Commiſhon, than his eloping from 


his Kit or Shoe-making Trade, and tramping 


about the Country ſeducing the gaping Mul- 
titude, who are always ready to {ſwallow 
every Thing new without examining, your 
bare ſaying ſo will be of no Weight with the 


diſcerning Part of Mankind, who will not 


take Things implicitly or upon Truſt, let 


the Impoſtor's Pretenſions be ever ſo ſpecious. 


As to the grand Encomium you have made 
upon your fam'd Barclay's Apology, I cannot 
help thinking fulſome and unjuſt. You ſay, 
he has there ſet forth your Principles in ſo 


ſtrong 
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ſtrong a Light from Scripture, and corro- 
borated by ſeveral Arguments drawn from 


famous Authors of, Letter-learn'd Men under 


divers Claſſes of Religion, ſome of them 
were called Fathers of the Steplehouſe; and 
that this Apology never was nor can be refu- 
ted, though {ſeveral learned Men had attempted 
ir, but to no Purpoſe, &. This R. Barclay 
was Son to Colonel Barclay of Scotland, who 
was ſent to France to be educated at the Aca- 
demy: After he had been there ſome Years, 
ſet Sail from thence for North Britain, where 
he ſafely arriv'd, fraught with all the Art 
and Learning of a Jeſuit; ſoon after his Ar- 
rival commenc'd Quaker, and compos'd (with 
the Aſſiſtance of George Keith Yan Apolog y for 
the Quakers Principles; which is ſo artfully 
wrapt up with cunning Sophiſms, that an 
unwary Reader may eaſily be miſled and en- 
trap'd into erroneous Principles, ſubvertive 

of the Goſpel, and contrary to the Reaſon 
and moral Rectitude of Things: Which Apo- 
log y (notwithſtanding what you have unjuſt- 
ly aſſerted) has been taken to Pieces, and re- 
futed long ago by Dr. Bennet, and ſome other 


learned Men; and laſt of all by a Skinner 
| and 


LS 1 

and Glover of Salisbury, who has (in a ſmall 
Tract) ſo ſapp'd its Foundation, that the 
whole Fabrick totters, and is in a fair Way 
of falling to the Ground; and yet you ſay 
it neither is nor ever can be refuted: But the 
unprejudiced Part of Mankind ſees through 
Barclays Cambrick Reaſoning. 


You ſay, my having read Letter-learn'd 
Mens Books has blinded the inward Eyes of 
my Mind, ſo that inſtead of my keeping my 
Eye ſingle to the Light within, which would 
have reſolv'd me of all my Doubts, I have 
made uſe of natural Reaſon, which can give 
no Light in ſpiritual Things, or Matters re— 
lating to Religion; ſo that I have. thereby 
fallen from the ſimple Truth, and has ſuck'd 


in Principles contrary to Truth and your 


holy Profeſſion, ſuch as external Acts of 
Worſhip, outward Ordinances, which you 
as 2 People abhor and bcar Teſtimony againſt, 
in this ſpiritual Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
which ſtands not in outward Obſervations, 
but in Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt, What 


you have here ſaid I know is not your own 
private Opinion, but is really the avowed 


Principle 
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Principle of your whole Body as a People, 
viz. to depreciate human Reaſon, as a Thing 
not to be exerciſed in divine Matters. 


I know an approved She-miniſter now 


living amongſt you, who blaſphemouſly aſſert- 
ed, (in an open Aſſembly) that human Rea- 
fon crucified Chriſt ; and that God gave Man 


that Faculty to be employed only in Things 


relating to this Life, but was not to be con- 
cern'd in ſpiritual Things, or Things of Re- 
ligion. At my Return home from this ſhock- 
ing Diſcourſe, I deſired two of your Elders 
of that Meeting to go with me to my Houſe, 
which they accordingly did, and ask'd them 
what they thought of the Doctrine above- 
mentioned, who vindicated what ſhe ſaid to 
my Face. I told them, for my Part I did 
not apprehend which way we could be the 
Subjects of Religion if we had not the Fa- 
culty of Reaſon, any more than an Horſe, or 
any other of the Brute-Creatures. And I al- 
ſo queried of them by what Rule or Crite- 
rion they diſtinguiſh'd betwixt the Principles 
of Chriſtianity and Mabometiſm: They re- 

plied, by the Grace of God. I then 181d 


them 
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them how might diſtinguiſh the Grace of 
God from the Suggeſtions of the Devil, or the 
ordinary Operations of my own Mind: They 


anſwered, by Grace I might know the Grace 


of God from the Operation of 900 own 
mas Ge. — 


1 kound no Reaſoning could be extorted 
from them; they argued quite in a Circle, 
as the Generality of you do: However, Mr. 
Pure, you as a People depreciate and decry 
this noble Part of our rational Nature. [ 
queſtion not but Men will be as puniſhable 
in a future State for the Negle& or Non-im- 
provement of their rational Facultics, as for 
the Neglect or Non-1inprovement of the 
Graces of the good Spirit afforded us under 
the Goſpel; for wiſe Providence has planted 
this Faculty of Reaſon in the Soul, to be our 
chief Guide both in civil and religious 


Caſes: For there is nothing. if the World or 


out of the World contrary to right Reaſon 
(though above it;) Reaſon is a wiſe Man's 
Rudder, by which he ſteers thro” this World, 


and whoever is guided by it, whether in na- 


tural or ſpiritual Things, is ſure to act ſafe- 
5 ly : 
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ly: Opinion not grounded upon Reaſon ſel- 


dom fails of leading Men into Bogs and quick 
Mires. Hence it appears, that, notwithſtand- 


ig your idle Pretences to be led and guided 
by the Spirit, you are in a groſs Error to ſay 


you can be ſo led without the Uſe of this 
ſovereign Faculty; for 'tis that Part in Man 
that God can commune with, and which is 
only capable of Religion: Your ſtupid Opi- 
nion in this Reſpe& is and has been the chief 
Cauſe of your laying ſa much Streſs upon 
Trifles and Matters no way relating to Re- 
ligion, and neglecting Matters: of the utmoſt 
Moment. | 


As to the Light within, you make fuch.a 
Podder about as if a Man could not tell that 
two and two were equal to four without 
it diſcovered it ta him, I ſhall give you 


my Sentiments about it: The Light within 


you underſtand to be the Spirit of Chriſt, or 
2 Part of the Divine Nature; 'tis true, Chriſt 
is in Scripture called he Light of the World, 
but he has hkewife ſeveral other Epithets 
given him in Scripture; he is cal led the Door, 


the Viue, the * the Seed, the Lamb af 
God, 


EL WJ 


God, the Mord of God And why you ſhould . 


ſtick ſo preciſely to the Term Light more 
than any of the reſt I know not, unleſs it 
is for the Sake of being ſingular, which you 
affect in many Things. Mankind (after the 
Fall of our Firſt Parents) ſunk into ſuch De- 
pravity and: Senſuality, that human Reaſon 
(which ſhould have been their only Guide 
in all Points) became ſo defaced and corrupt- 
ed, that their Paſſions and ſenſual Appetites 
(which ought to have been governed and diſ- 
ciplined by this noble Faculty): got the Aſcen- 
dant; ſo that they became Slaves to their cor- 
rupt Wills and Paſſions, fell into all Man- 
ner of Wickedneſs and Idolatry, and the Ex- 
ample: of one Generation corrupted the fol- 
lowing : But the all-wiſe and good Being, 
out of Compaſſion to laps'd Man, provided 
ſufficient Means to reſtore Mankind to their 
primitive State, vis. gave us a Saviour to 


reſtore us to the Liberty of Sons; in which 
Liberty we may all ſtand, if we do not wil- 
fully intangle ourſelves with the Yoke of 
Bondage, forſake the Man and degenerate in- 
to the Brute, by voluntarily indulging our 
ſenſual Appetites and Paſſions, in Contradic- 
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tion to the Sentiments of our wn Minds; 
which is every whit as ridiculous, as if a 
Man ſhould affert that three and two are: not 
equal to hve, or that the Whole of any Thing 
is not equal to all its Parts: Contradiction in 
Practice as well as in Theory, is ſequally ab- 
ſurd. I ſay, as Mankind thus relapfed im- 
mediately, (purſuant to the Promiſe God 
made to Adam) he gave them of his good 
Spirit, or a Ray from Heaven, or, if you 
pleaſe, a divine Light within their Souls, in 
order to aſſiſt them in ſubduing their Appe- 
tites, to rectify their ſtubborn Wills, illumi- 
nate their Underſtandings, purify their Af- 
fetions, to awaken all the Powers of the 
Soul, and to reinſtate them into his Favour, 
and to the Liberty of Sons of God. Notwith- 
ſtinding theſe ineſtimable Favours, ſuch is 
the Ingratitude and Stupidity of the greateſt 
Bulk of Mankind, that they will not exert 
themſelves, and Jay hold of the Means of- 
fered them to render themſelves happy here 
and hereafter ; but wilfully ruſhes into Vice 
and Immorality as a Horſe doth into a Battle: 
duch Men do not only debaſe their rational 
Nature, but quenches that Ray of the Divi- 


nity 


Reſpect. 
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nity ; which was deſigned to ſanctify their 


Natures, andi to render them fit Subjects for 


that State af Bliſs where we ſhall be happier 
than we in this embodied State can conceive. 


But, Mr. Pure, you ſee I do not deny the 
Uſe of the Light within, or the, laflu; 
ences of the Holy Ghoſt, which every true 
Believer has a Right to under the Goſpel, 
and more abundantly than under the Law, 
on account of the Death, Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of our Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt: But 
obſerve, the Promiſes of God are conditional. 
I do not ſee how thoſe Perſons can reaſonably 
expect the Favours promiſed us under the 
Goſpel without performing the Conditions; 
nay, inſtead thereof, you negle& and oppoſe 
the very, Terms and Ordinances which are 
politively enjoined us in the Goſpel, and up- 
on the Performance of which his Bleſlings are 


promiſed and -annexed : You would do well 


to conſider how far you are guilty in this 


QUAKE KR, 


Thou has taken a deal of Pains, and thrown 


away a great deal of carnal Reaſoning, to ſet 


at 


— 
* > 
— —— 


] 
| 
=” 
"8 
U 
75 | 
4% 
C! if 
; [i 4 
E 
5 


9 
I 
1 | 
5 
1 
11 
L | 
8 
4 
a 
I 
i 1 
8 
4A 
4 


% A . 
m_—=ry__ A 
- 


w Wy 


- —_— — 
4 — 


— 
_ 


== q 4a 9 


2 1 — 


— — 
—- 


— —— — 
. = - © a 


— — — — — 0 


9 q 3 — > . p 
2. N 2 2 8 * ” 
2 | 3 "SW. Fx < * , - 
= —— 5 _ ww cw > of 4 — - : — — - N — 2 
— — 9 — > 83 - - — . — * — — — — * - * — 2 = — 
— w — : - 2 —_ _ A” > I ASS — 7 
. . — a K 8 K — — 
— — — * — — — — — — — 
— 4 - 24+ £2 ww 14+ E „ 3 of 
« - 2 — N Ys L : 


— — 


— — — 
—— — „ r 
\ 


- — — * = — 
* * 1 f . . * | ” ö 2 ö : , - — . — — — 5 ” v4 - = — = = 
— — . v3 — 2 * — p - „ * —— « oy — * * 
. — — * ' . ù ⅛ VU ̃ ͤ rec gw FFF 5 CST OOTY 0: - 8 
a * * * — 0 1 - 6 - — : - » - — S 8 
4 . y : ex * b 5 . 
4 ö . : - a — — * e 
l 5 - . 4 4a K » * * + - Y 


* rer 


a -_ — 
_—_—— — 


—_— - 

* 3 — - * - —— —— 
22 Fs ac ——_ — „ 
— _ 


— 


- 
= 4 '< 
—_ — ye 'Þ 
. = - — C2 — 
— 4 of > 2 
—_ OT IT _— Y . 
— — * - - » — — 
— —— =— - ” 6 
mig - — —— - — - = _ 
— — — — — — — — — 
= 4-- ww) 72 4 wa 
—_ — ww — * wy — — — 


CP YI 

at naught our holy Diſcipline which our 
worthy Fore-elders' eſtabliſned amongſt us, 
and has likewiſe villified and ridiculed our 
pious Friends Teftimonies, which does not a 
little grieve my Inward Man; and the more 
ſo, that thou has àlſo diſdainfully fpoke Evil 
on our holy Prineiples, and Preaching of our 
eminett Apoſtle, George Fox, Who was an In- 
ſtrument of ſhoeing many Feet with the Go- 
ſpel of Peace: And thy vainly preſuming to 
attack apd villify that great and wonderful 
Performance, R. Barclays Apology, almoſt 
puts me out of all Patience. Thy bein 
that it was refuted ' by ſome 'Letter-learn 

Men, (Miniſters of Antichriſt, and Worſhip- 
ers of the Beaſt) is a Falſhood, and is what 


we utterly deny: Tis not in the Power of 


any of the Sons of Art to overthrow our ho- 
ly Principles as diſplayed in the Apology. = 


As to thy Arguments for the Uſe of na- 
tural Reaſon in ſpiritual Things, we aver to 


be of no Uſe in diſcerning of them; ſo that 


thou might have ſaved thyſelf the Trouble 
of what thou offered on that Head; it ſtands 
for nothing with me. The Scripture (or the 

5 25 dead 
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dead Letter) ſays, that the natural Man, or 
Man by his natural Reaſon, knoweth not the 


Things of the Spirit, becauſe they are to be 


ſriritually diſcerned; for the carnal Mind, or 
the carnal Reaſon in Man, zr at Enmity with 


God, and brings Death; but the ſpiritual 
Mind brings Life and Peace. Now, where 
is the Uſe of carnal Reafon in divine Mat- 
ters, which thou ſets ſo high a Value of? 
We are always moved to bear our Teſtimony 
againſt the ſetting up the natural Reaſon of 
Man; tis it that has done ſo much Harm 
in Religion, fetting up external Will-worſhip, 
and outward Ordinances in the Goſpel-Diſ- 
penſation, which. were only impoſed of old 
till the Reſtoration of rhe Goſpel, which 
conſiſts of Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
We therefore are called from the World's 
formal Worſhip to worſhip God in Spirit and 


in Truth, which is now the Worſhip enjoin'd 


us in the Goſpel: So that we as a People 


dare not make uſe of Men-made Prayers, 
nor ſuffer ſtudied Sermons to be preached a- 
mongſt us, which we look upon as abominable 
in the Sight of God, who 7s 4 Spirit, and 
thoſe who . aright muſt worſhip bin 
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in Spirit and in Truth : Neither dare we make 
uſe of thoſe Ordinances which the carnal 
World call Sacraments, -Baptiſm, ; and Bread 
and Mine, which are but out ward Things, 
and cannot affect the Soul; for the Baptiſm 
of the, Spirit is that which cleanſes the Iu- 
ward Man: Outward Water has no Quality 
in it to waſh the Soul, neither has out ward 
Bread and Wine any Virtue in them (what- 
ever the Miniſters of the Tabernacles may 
mutter of them) to feed and refreſh the In- 
ward Man; it feeds the outward, and goeth 
out again to the Dunghill: But the Bread 
which cometh down from Heaven is a ſpi- 
ritual Thing, which greatly refreſhes the In- 
ward Man. So that theſe outward Things 
are like feeding upon Husks with Swine, 
which we have ſeen thro? by, the Light 
within. 


LAYM A N. 


You now tell me what I really expected, 
vis. that all Argument and Reaſoning is., of 
no Weight with you, are quite thrown away. 
You roundly aſſert, without - proving any 
Thing, * Principles are juſt and right, 
becauſe 


L 33 J 
becauſe you ſay they are juſt and right; a 
Child's Reaſon: And you quote a Text of 
Scripture quite oppoſite to your Purpoſe, to 
prove that human Reaſon cannot perceive or 
indeed ought to touch ſpiritual Matters, or 
Things of a religious Nature, vis. that the 
natural Man, or natural Reaſon, (as you call 
it) cannot diſcern the Things of the Spirit, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned; and re- 
fers or touches upon another Text, the car- 
nal Mind is at Enmity with God, and brings 
Death, but the ſpiritual Mind, Life and Peace: 
And then exults and ſays, where is the Uſe 
of carnal Reaſon thou ſets ſo high a Value 
of: And further ſays, you are always moved 
to bear a Teſtimony againſt the ſetting up 
this natural Reaſon of Man; *tis it that has 
done much Harm in Religion, by ſetting up 
external Will-worſhip, and outward carnal 
Ordinances in the Goſpel Day, which were 


only impoſed of old till the coming of the 


Goſpel, which conſiſts in Peace and Joy in 


zhe Holy Ghoſt, &c. With Submiſſion, give 
me leave to ſay, that you quite miſtake the 


Meaning of this Portion of Scripture, which 
certainly makes againſt you when underſtood 
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in a rational Senſe. St. Paul, in this Text 
above-mentioned, cannot poſſibly mean the 
rational Man; becauſe I think I have before 
ſhown, that we would be no more capable of 
Religion, or of knowing the Things of God, if 


we were void of the Faculty of Reaſon, than 
any Brute-Creature: Tis not human Shape, 
but human Reaſon, that denotes us made in the 
Image of God, and capable of Religion. All 
I take St. Paul or the Holy Ghoſt meant by 
the Word natural Man in this Text, was, 
that Men under the Goverment of their 
fleſhly Appetites, and ſway'd by their ſenſual 
Paſſions, were not in that State capable of 
knowing or practiſing the Things pertaining 
the Kingdom of Chriſt: But the ſpiritual 
Man, or Man who was govern'd by his ſpi- 
ritual Faculty, right Reaſon, ſuch Perſons, 
and no other, are capable of making Improve- 
ment in the Things of God or Religion. 
Men thus govern'd by the ſovereign Faculty 
cf their Soul acts wiſely, and makes them- 
ſelves reſemble the Author of their Being, 
lives as he would do provided he was in 
their Station; for all God's Acts are conſo— 
nant to the perfect Reaſon of his own Mind, 
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E 1 
and can never err: So that I conclude, that 
we muſt” not wreſt the Text to any ſuch 
Meaning as you would infer from it; but 
the real Caſe with you as a People is, to pick 
up Scraps of Scripture to ſuit your ridiculous 


Notions, and wreſts them to your own ( 
am afraid) Deſtruckion. 


As with reſpect to the other Text you hint 
at touching the carnal Mind being at Enmity 
with God, which you ſay is the fame Thing 
with the rational Mind; which is by the by 
a grols Pervertion of the Text, Rom. viii. 6, 
7, 8. To be carnally minded, is Death; but 


to be ſpiritually minded, is Life and Peace: 


The carnal Mind is at Enmity with God And 
they that are in the Fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. 
If we will carefully cxamine the Chapter be- 
fore as well as this, we will cafily fee the A- 
poſtle's Diſtinction which he makes betwixt 
the carnal Mind and the ſpiritual: In the 


Chapter before he perſonatcs a Few in the 
Fleſh, who was in Conflict with and under 
the Government of his fleſhly Appetites and 
Paſſions, in Contradiction to his better Know- 
for the Law which was in his Mem— 
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bers, and wared againſt the Law of his Mind, 
was nothing elſe than purſying his carnal and 
ſenſual Appetites, in Contradiction to the 
better Knowledge of his own Mind, that 
Mind which delighted .in the Law of God 
afrer the Inward Man: For with the Fleſh 
(the Appetites of Senſe) ſerved he the Law 


of Sin; but with his Mind, or rational Fa- 
culties, ſerved he the Law of God. So that 
it appears from theſe Texts, that it was the 
acting in Contradiction to the Dictates of the 
rational Part in Man that St. Paul here blames 
the Few in the Fleſh ; which does not in the 
leaſt make any Thing for your Purpoſe ark 
0 underſtood. 
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I do not know, of ede Text in all the 
Bible where the Term natural Man is men— 
tioned except this one Place. I know ſome 
Commentators ſay, that the natural Man in 
1 this Text means the Heathens, who are de- 
prived of the external Revelation which we 
7:48 under the Goſpel have the Advantage of; ſo 
4 that they cannot poſſibly know the Things 
„ of God or the Goſpel reveal'd to us by In- 
„ ſpiration, But I leave this Point: Be which 
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CH 1 
way it will, it does not anſwer your Purpoſe, 
Though I humbly conceive that this Expo- 
ſition cannot take in the whole Meaning of 
the Text, becauſe the Apoſtle then was ſpeak- 
ing to the Believers; and.I cannot learn what 


Relation his Diſcourſe in that Chapter had 
to the Heathen World. 


In the next Place, You ſay you always as 


a People oppoſe human Reaſon, in ſetting up 
external Acts of Will-worſhip, and outward 
Ordinances in the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, which 
were only impoſed of old till the Light and 
Immortality was brought to Light by the Goſpel 
Day; which Goſpel conſiſts in Peace and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, This Ignorance and Folly 
of your laying aſide all the Means of Grace 
enjoined us in the Goſpel, on Pretence of a 
more refined and ſublime worſhipping of God 
in Silence, is an Error ſprung firſt from theſe 
People called Quietiſts, and the Moryavians, 


who imagin'd themſelves above the Uſe of 
external Ads of Worſhip, pretends to be 
quite ſtill, waiting in a profound Silence for 
the Operation and Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, to do the Buſineſs of their Salvation 
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for them; though the Scripture commands us 
to work 1 it out with Fear, &c. I ſay, this idle, 
lethargick, and enthufiaſtical pretenſion of 
out- ſtriping the World in Point of Sublimity 
of Worſhip, firſt took its Riſe on the other 
Side of the Water. Whether Barclay im- 
bib'd it before he return'd from France, or 
not, I will not preſume to determine, how- 
ever, I obſerve he infiſts the ſtrongeſt upon it 
of any of your Authors who have hitherto 
wrote amongſt you, to that Degree, that he 
will not allow any other Sect of Men to be 
Worſhipers of God in an acceptable Manner: 
He ſays, © All other Worſhip, both Praiſes, 
„Prayers, or Preachings, which Man ſets 
about in his Will, and at his own Appoint- 
ment, which he can do, or leave undone; 
as he thinks meet, begin and end at his 
* own Pleaſure, whether they be preſcrib'd 
Forms, as a Liturgy, &c. or Prayers con- 
ceived extempore by the Strength of the 


natural Faculties of the Soul, they are all 
but Superſtition, Will-worſhip, and abo- 
* minable Idolatry in the Sight of God *.“ 
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I muſt crave your Attention till I make 
ſome Remarks upon what your Friend Bar. 
clay has here afferted : But before I proceed, 
it will not be improper to ſay ſomething con- 
cerning the two Ordinances which are poſi- 
tively enjoin'd us under the Goſpel, as per- 
petual Obligations to all Chriſtians to the 
End of the World, viz. Baptiſm, and the 
Supper of” our Lord, which you deny as being 
no ways conducive to moral Good, calls them 
weak and beggarly Elements. I need not ſay 
much touching their Uſe to us in a religious 
Senſe: But their Obligation and Uſe are fo 
well diſplayed by ſo many worthy learned 
Men, ſuch an Attempt in me appears to be 
ſuperfluous; however I ſhall not paſs them 
over altogether in Silence, but give my Sen- 
timents of them in as brief a Manner as J 
am capable, and as the Nature of them will 
admit. That Baptiſm andthe Supper of the 


Lord are poſitively enjoin'd us in the New 


Teſtament, is a Truth too glaring to be de- 


nied, and obvious to every Man whoſe Ave- 


nues to his Underſtanding are not quite 


block'd up thro' ſtrong Prejudice, that they 
theredy will not admit of any Rays of Light. 
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In the fr? Place, Baptiſm with Water is 
expreſly commanded by our Lord before his 
being deliver'd up, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, bapti- 
ring them in the Name of the Father, and ; 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : And lo, 
am with you to the End of the World. — 
ſuant to which Commiſſion, the Apoſtles im- 
mediately after his Aſcenſion complied with 
their Lord's Command, baptized with Water 
all thoſe that were initiated into the then 
viſible Church; and has been a Right by 
which all Men have been initiated into Chriſt's 
viſible Church, and will continue to be ſo 
to the End of Time, notwithſtanding the Ca- 
vils of Enthuſiaſts and Libertines. 


You fay, that Water is neither mentioned 
in the Text above, nor was intended: The 
Word in, (you ſay) in the Text means in the 
Original into; ſo that you ſtick not to aſſert that 
the Apoſtles miſtook their Commiſſion. Your 
other Argument for not obeying this Command 
is trifling and childiſh, as, that Water, or Bread 
and Wine, have not any intrinſick Virtue or 
Goodneſs in them to purge or cheer the Soul, 
or 
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or Inward Man. The true Baptiſm is that of 
the Spirit or Holy Ghoſt; Water is but an 
outward and viſible Sign, and the Soul being 
a ſpiritual Subſtance, outward Bread and Wine 
cannot affect it: The Participation of the Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt, is a feeding upon 
him by a vital Faith in the Heart. Tis 
your frequent Practice, both in your Talk 
and in your Writings, to labour hard to 
prove what no Body denies; ſo that it fre- 
quently unluckily falls out, that you con- 
tend without an Opponent, and triumphs 
without the leaſt Victory. 


I readily grant you all you contend for, 
viz, that there are not any intrinſick Virtue 
or Goodneſs (abſtractly conſider'd) in any 
of theſe outward Elements: But will it from 
hence follow, that we ought not to uſe them, 
and obey the Injunction laid upon us? Would 
not the Omiſſion of them, on pretence of 
their having no intrinſick Goodneſs in them, 
be acting in Contempt to our Lord's Com- 
mand, and making ourſelves wiſer than our 
Lawgiver? Might not the Children of Iſrael 
(by the ſame Parity of Reaſon, and with as 
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good a Grace) ſaid, we will not offer to God 
theſe outward Sacrifices and Burnt-offerings; 
we know that the Blood of Goats and of 
Bulls hath not any intrinſick Goodneſs in them, 
therefore cannot be acceptable to the Almigh- 
ty, who commands Obedience and not Sacri- 
fice, and bids us hearken to his Voice, which 
is more acceptable to him than the Fat of 
Rams? It muſt be granted, whatever Infinite 
Wiſdom does 15 right, though finite Under. 
ſtandings cannot fathom the various Methods 
of Providence to bring about his wiſe Pur- 
poſes: We find ſeveral Things in the old 
Law were good becauſe commanded, and 
other Things evil becauſe forbidden; Thus 
it was under the Jewiſb OKconemys and no 
doubt for wife Reaſons. 


The Children of ael were ſurrounded 
with idolatrous Nations; and 'ris rationally 
preſum'd, that the Reaſon of God Almighty's 
condeſcending to the Weakneſs of the Fews, 
(who were a People very ſubject to Idolatry) 
by appointing Sacrihices, divers Waſhings, 
Cc. was to keep them continually in the Ser- 
vice of the true God, left they ſhould fall 


into 
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into the Idolatry which the Nations around 
them were in the Practice of, which was ſo 


exceeding groſs, 


that they at laſt ſacrificed 


their own Children to Molock : 1 ſay, this 


Condeſcenſion of God to the me appeared 
to have been a ſtrong Inducement for thein 
to keep perpetually in the Service of the true 
God, and indeed carried in them an Emblem 
of Purity, and Righteouſneſs of Mind. The 
like Reaſoning will alſo hold in all other po- 
ſitive Inſtitutions; but vain Man would be 
counted wiſe, though he is born like a wild 


Aſs's Colt. 


could produce ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
and Reaſon from them, to prove the Ordi- 
nance of Water-Baptiſm neceſſary and obli- 


gatory 
themſelves the Title of Chriſtians; 


to all thoſe at leaſt who aſſume to 
but ſhall 


refer you to the Anſwer to the Proteſtant 
Flail, where the Subject is elegant ly diſcuſs'd, 
if you will ſhake off ſo much Prejudice as 
to read it, where you will fee your Friend 
Martin's faint Stroaks of his Fiail evaded, 


and recoil'd back upon his own Head. 


If he 


had ſubmitted (before he attempted to handle 
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the Flail) to apply to Stephen Duck the threſh- 
ing Poet, he probably might have taught him 
to have wielded it with greater Dexterity : 
But my Advice to him is to ſtudy to be quiet, 
and mind his Pupils, and not fooliſhly move 
out of his Sphere; and remember the old 
Proverb, Let not the Shoemaker go beyond his 
Laßt. But the Caſe is too often ſo with many 
of your ignorant Brethren, though otherwiſe 
well-meaning Men. [ 


As to the 'other Ordinance obligatory to 
Chriſtians, the Scripture 1s alſo clear upon 
this Head; and what confirms the Uſe of it, 
is the unſpeakable Benefit many Thouſands 
of Souls receive by commemorating the great 
Cataſtrophe of their Lord's Suffering and 
Death : For my Part, the ſhort Time I have 
had the Privilege of uſing this ſolemn Ordi- 


nance, I have found ſo much Satisfaction, 


that I have juſt Cauſe to thank kind Provi- 
dence that | am called inta his Vineyard at 
the eleventh Hour. The mean Opinion I en- 
tertained for many Years of this Ordinance, 
was entirely owing to the Prejudice-I imbib'd 
by joining with you in my Minority, be- 

fore 


„ 
fore I had made any ſolid Reflections of Mat- 
ters relating to Religion, and thereby ſuck'd 


in your erroneous Principles, before I could 


diſtinguiſh betwixt a Syllogiſm and a Sophiſm : 
But I thank God I have now ſeen their De- 
formity, and hath diſgorged them. All the 
Arguments your beſt Writers ( Barclay, Penn, 
Whitehead and Chriſp ) advance touching theſe 
two Ordinances, are like beating of the Air, 
arguing in a Circle, or fighting without an 
Adverſary. 


I have heard one of your People vehement- 
ly contend for an Hour together for what no 
Body oppoſed, which argues Ignorance and 
Barrenneſs of Invention. That Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper hath been uſed in all Chri- 
ſtian Churches ever ſince the Apoſtolick Age, 
(in ſome Shape or other) is Fact demonſtrable 
from Hiſtory ; till one of the Sons of Chriſ- 
pin out-ſhot his Laſt, and, as I ſaid before, 


allegorized all the literal Senſe of the Duties 


enjoined us under the Goſpel quite out of the 


Religion of the Goſpel. But thank kind Pro- 


vidence, Peoples Eyes are now opened that 
they can ſee thro' Fox's Dreams and Riddles, 


and 
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and Barclays falſe and fophiſtical Knack of 
drawing Conclufions from unjuſt Premifes. 


In the next Place, Let us conſider the bold 
and uncharitable Aſſertion of your Champion 
Barclay where he ſeems to aſſume and mono- 
polize all the true and ſpiritual Worſhip of 
God to yourſelves; in plain Terms ſays, that 
all other Societies who think it their Duty 
to exert themſelves, by making uſe of their 
weak Endeavours in applying to the great in- 
dependent Being, in the Way they believe is 
molt pleaſing to him, by uſing all the Means 
of Grace he has appointed for our Improves 
ment in Virtue and Holineſs; all this is Su- 
perſtition and abominable idolatry in the 
Sight of God: Is not this ſhocking to com- 
mon Senſe, and to all ſincere ' Chriſtians ? 
How doth ſuch Scntences, harſh and unchri- 
ſtian, tally with our Lord 's Command, Seek 
and pon foall find, knock and it fall be opened 
to you, as and you ſhall receives? But you 
claim ſuch Intimacy and Intereſt in the Deity, 
that you preſumptuouſly imagine him to 
throw his Favours upon you without ſo much 
as asking of them; in an irreſtible Manner 

you 


L J 
you are above uſing any of the external 
Helps which are enjoined us in the Goſpel, 
by which he has thought fit to convey his 
Bleſſing to his dependent Creatures: But you 
(like the Fool, that ſat ſtill by the River-ſide 
thinking to ſee all the Water run out) ſit 
dormant and inactive, waiting (inſtead of 
uſing the appointed Means) for an irreſiſtible 
Power to force you to be good and virtuous 
a groſs and preſumptuous Error : And indeed 
a Man furniſhed with the leaſt diſcerning may 
ſee through this idle Farce. Sure I am | have 
ſeen ſuch a {luggiſh, lethargick Diſpoſition 
fit upon the Face of your Aſſemblics, as would 
have affected any ſerious- thinking Perſon, two 
Thirds of the People faſt aſleep: Can you 
ſay that ſuch Dupes are the true Worſhipers 
of God in Spirit and in Truth? 1 have ſeen 
one of your noted Speakers rouſe out of a 
deep Sleep, and ſtand up and vend his devout 


Dreams, no doubt to the great Edification of 


his naping Hearers. What Frenzy is this 
in ſuch Preachers! what Infatuation in ſuch 
Hearers! A Man may run and read you; your 
Covering 1s too narrow to hide your Naked- 
neſs. 


QUAKER 
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QUAKER 


Thou Devil's, Devil's Drudge, thou Son of 
Belial and Enemy to the haly Truth, how can'ſt 
thou charge us with ſleeping in our holy Aſſem- 
bly; wheres our Eyes are only ſhut againſt all 
fleſhly Objects, having them turned inward, 
fix'd upon the Light within, waiting in pro- 
found Silence for the inward moving thereof; 
having our natural Reaſon chain'd down that 
it may not fally out into Reflections though 
upon divine Things, we fit ſtill waiting 
for the inward Motions of the Light within, 
to work the Work for us, and in us, for our 
beſt Works are Sin: Which is the Caſe with 
all the Formaliſts whoſe Religion conſiſt in 
mere Shew and outward Ceremonies, which 
is an Abomination in the Sight of God who 
is 2 Spirit, and none do worſhip him aright 
but thoſe who worſhip him in Spirit and in 


Truth, as ſaith the Scripture, 


LAT N 4 No 


Tis an odd Thing you will not ſuffer me 
to go through with my Argument; you are 
ſome- 


ne 
re 
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ſomewhat like a Horſe with a ſore Back, can- 
not endure being rub'd without kicking and 


wincipg. If you will uſe me with the ſame 


good Manners I have ſhewed you, to hear me 
out, I will, proceed with my Remarks upon 
your Friend Barclay reſpeting Worſhip, and 
bring the Affair to a Concluſion; in order to 

which I will conſider the Text you father 
your filent Meetings upon, and which you 
imagine to be a Choke-pill to give all others 
who think it their Duty to walk in all the 
Ordinances of God blameleſs, Fobn iv. 24. 
God is a Pirit, and they that worſhip bim muſt 
N bim in Spirit and in Truth, 


The * of Samaria, from the Diſcourſe 
our Saviour had with her at Facob's Well, 
was convinced he was a Prophet, asks his 
Opinion about the grand Queſtion betwixt 
the Jews and the Samaritans, viz. Which of 
the two profeſſed the trueſt Religion? Our 
Saviour replied, that the Fews and not the 


Samaritans was the true Religion, becauſe God 


had thought proper to place his Name there. 
In Points of Religion, ro obſerve God's ſove- 
reign Command, and not the Authority or 
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Inſtitution of Men, are the Rule of Right! 
However, he tells her, that neither of them 
was to be of long Continuance; but both 
was to give Way to a more excellent Inſtitu- 
tion of the Goſpel.” The Hour coneth, Ar 
now 1B," Se. 

In the up Place, 1 ſhall u tell you 1 
apprehend is meant by God's being a Spirit 
how we are to underſtand that Attribute of 
the Divinity, his Spirituality. I do not know 
that in the whole Bible God is called a Spirit 
except in this Portion of Scripture,” but is 


often implied as a Thing granted and univer- 


ſally believed. God is a living, active, in- 
telligent Being, without Body, Parts or Paſ- 
ſions, omnipotent, omnipreſent, omniſcient; 
not limitted by any human Shape, or included 
under any other Form whatever: The Scrip<- 
ture indeed often ſpeaks of the inviſible God; 
in Figures and Similitudes, as of having Eyes, 

Hands, Feet, and of looking down, and 
hearkening, and of bowing his Ear Jown'to 
Men. Some of your People I know take 
feveral of thoſe figurative Paſſages of the 
Scripture in a literal Senſe: One of your 


Preachers 


L * J 


Preachers I have heard plead for the Almighty 
fitting in a Place of Glory above the Skies, 
in a * Part of Space, like an earthly 
King. The bare mentioning this is ſufficient 
to expoſe the Abſurdity of ſo low and childiſh 
a Notion ; but this I wave. Theſe figurative 
and metaphorical Expreſſions which are fre- 
quent in the Scriptures, eſpecially in the Old 
Teſtament, where the Almighty is ſaid to 
appear viſibly, as it were Face to Face to good 
Men, we muſt take care in conceiving of 
fuch Things, to conſider that, in the Reaſon 
and Nature of Things, the Eſſence of a pure 
Spirit is impoſſible to be ſeen with mortal 
Eyes: Though I am apt to think, that when 
we are diſimbodied, or placed in heavenly Bo- 
dies, we ſhall then be as ſenſible of our Ma- 
ker's Preſence as our outward Senſes are of ex- 
ternal Objects; our Senſes are too groſs to be- 
hold ſpiritual Objects. In ſhort, if Men do not 


carry along with them (in the reading of ſuch 


like Paſſages as are frequent in the Scripture) 
the Attributes of God, and the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, they may eaſily be led in- 
to groſs and unworthy Notions of God and 
Religion. I am jealous, Mr, Pure, you as a 
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People are very lame in this Reſpect; and in- 
deed it is in a great Meaſure owing, to your 
erroneous Opinion, of not conſulting your 
Reaſon in your religious Notions; which is 
the only Error that retards you from knock- 
ing off the Prejudice of a wrong Education, 
Cc. When we ſay or conceive that God is a 
Spirit, we muſt not thereby mean only that 
he is diſtin& from Matter, but in like man- 
ner as our Soul far exceeds by a very great 
Proportion our Bodies, in reference to the ſu- 
perior Powers of Intelligence and Activity, 
Oc. So that we muſt conceive of God's be- 
ing a Spirit infinitely higher in Perfection 
and in Proportion, not only than the Souls of 
Men, but alſo all intellectual Natures of 
what Kind ſoever. Again, when we conceive 
of God's being a Spirit, we ſhould under- 
ſtand him to be abſolutely ſuch, as being de- 
void of all Affections, Paſhons or Commo- 
tions, which are only. Properties, of finite, 
1mbodied Spirits, and would be ImperfeQions 
in God, ſuch as Anger, Grief, Repentance, 
Oc. that he governs all Things according to 
the Rule of Right, and the unerring Reaſon 
of his own Mind: Therefore, I ſay, when 

we 


we meet with-any of thoſe Paſſages in Scrip- 
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ture where God is repreſented as being moved 
with Paſſions, ſuch as are only the Properties 
(as I ſaid before) of imbodied Spirits, we 
muſt always ſubſtra& from our Conceptions 
of his pure Spirit whatever is an Imperfection 
in the Creature, and are only applicable to 
imbodied Spirits; which can never be applied 
to the ſupreme Spirit, who 1s infinitely hap- 
py in his own Perfections, who perforins all 
Things in a perfect Calm and Serenity, with- 
out the leaſt Emotion or Uneaſineſs; indeed 
were it otherwiſe, inſtead of being the molt 
happy he wonld be the reverſe: So that we 


, muſt not imbibe any of thoſe figurative Texts 


in the literal Senſe, as if the merciful and 
good Being was vexed and grieved at the 
wicked Actions of his Creatures, as he is often 
repreſented in the Old Teſtament as acting 
with Fury and Indignation. 


God, who ſees the inmoſt Diſpoſitions of 
Mens Hearts, judges according to the Reality 
of thoſe Diſpoſitions, and diſpences his Re- 
wards and Puniſhments accordingly, without 
any Emotion, &c. and in this Reſpect he 
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acts oniformly without the lealt Change or 
Variation. As the ſame Fire with one inva- 
ried Action conſumes Combuſtibles, but pu- 
rities and refines Gold; in like manner, the 
ſame Sun with one continued Heat melts one 


ſort of Bodies, and hardens others. Thus 


God, without any Change or Alteration in 
himſelf, puniſhes the Wicked when they con: 
tinue ſo, and: ſhows Compaſſion towards the 
Tame Perſons when they become _—_— and 
ſincetely penitent. FU 


If 1 ſhould now and then 175 and di- 
greſs from the Point, I deſire, Mr. Pure, your 


Excuſe; if I do ſo, you may aſcribe it to the 


rambling Difcourſes | ſo many Years fat under 
in your Aſſemblies, where have ſeen a Man 
leap from Adam in the Garden of Eden, into 
the Lions Den we read of in Daniel, and by 
mere Dint of another Spring, eſcaped from 
the Mouths of the Lions, and arriv'd ſafe 
at Facob's Well, where our Saviour talk d to 
rife Samaritan Womar n. 


Having premiſed what! apprehend i is meant 
by God's being a Spirit, I ſhall in the next 
Place cunſider what our confequent Duty is 


of 


0 
of worſhipping him accordingly in Spirit and 
zn Truth; which Worſhip you pretend to en- 
groſs to yourſelves, and deny all others a 
Share of, which your Friend Barclay impu- 
dently aſſerts in his Prapofition I before mea- 
tioned. All'T apprehend” is meant by wor- 


ſhipping of God; as the Text holds —_ 


ts, the Devotion of the Heart and Mind, 
en to mere ceremonial and nbd 
Worſhip; but we are to worſhip God ac-. 
cording to the! Dignity of his Nature, 
and our Dependence upon him. The 
Scripture-Diſtinction touching this worſhip» 
ping of God in Spirit. and in Truth, gives us 
fome Light into the Caſe. Now, Spirit in 


Scripture is ſometimes oppoſed figuratively to 


carnal Ordinances, and ſometimes literally 
to the Body. Again, the Word Traub in like 
manner is oppoſed ſometimes literally to Fal- 
ſhood, and ſometimes figuratively to Tipes 
and Shadows: But the moſt rational Senſe 
of the Text is, worſhipping of God in Sin- 
cerity, as being oppoſite to Hypocriſy. A- 
gain, when reverſed or oppoſed to carnal Or- 
dinances, then it muſt mean Morality, or 
reat Holineſs, tn oppoſition to ritual or cere- 
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monial Acts of Worſhip; and in like man- 
ner, to'worſhip God in Truth, when oppoſed 
to falſe Worſhip, then it muſt mean no more 
than worſhipping him according to the Rules 
of true Religion, in oppoſition to Enthufiaſm 
and Idolatry. Again, when worſhipping of 
God according to, Truth, when oppoſed to 


Tipes and Figures, ' then it W As Pirit 
did 1 in the other ann SH 


And in the next Pia Let us conſider a 
little who they are that tranſgreſs the Precept 


of the Text. In the firft Place, It muſt be 


allowed, that thoſe Perſons are guilty who 
worſhip God thro' falſe Mediators, . thro' the 
pretended Mediation of Saints and Angels, 
and the Virgin Mary, whom ('tis well known) 
God Almighty never appointed to any ſuch 
Office. The Heathens indeed were very guilty 
of Idolatry, by worſhipping the Deity in the 
Sun and Stars, thinking he inhabited theſe 
great Luminaries; and at laſt they fell to 


worſhip Stocks and Stones: And we alſo find 
in the New Teſtament Idolaters are ſtiled 


Liars, whoſoever loveth or maketh a Lie, 
and turning the Truth of God 1nto a Lie. 


Again, 


57 J 


n- Again, in the next Place, Let us conſider 
ed the Nature and Manner of this Worſhip we 
Ire are to pay to God, who 1s a Spirit : We muſt 
les conſider our Nature; the Nature of Man is, 
ſm that he is a rational and intelligent Being, 


therefore the Worſhip he is to pay to God 
ought to be a reaſonable and intelligent Wor- 
ſhip; as faith the Scripture, Religion is a 
reaſonable Service: Whatever Worſhip it is 
that 1s not conſonant to unprejudiced Reaſon 
and the Nature of Things, 1s Enthuſiaſm or 


pt Superſtition. Pray, Mr Pure, weigh well, 
be and conſider how far your ſpecious Pretence 
ho of worſhipping God according to the Precept 
he of the Text, tallies with the Reaſon and Na- 
ls, ture of Things. 

n) | | 
ch ; In the next Place, Let us conſider the Na- 
ty ; ture of God who is a ſpiritual Being, and in- 
he finite in all his Attributes; ſo that the only 
eſe Worſhip that can meet with Acceptance with 
to. - 4 him, muſt be that ſpiritual Worſhip that pro- 
nd cepeds from the Heart, from a good Intention, 
ed and from the Sincerity of the Mind. Now, 
ie, | the Queſtion betwixt you and 1 is, Whether 


or not this Kind of Worſhip I have deſcribed 
I 5. can 
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can be acceptably performed by, and in Con- 
junction with thoſe external Means offered 
us under the Goſpel; which Means you call 
abominable Idolatry, viz. uſing of Forms of 
Men-made Prayers, (as you call them) hear- 
ing of Sermons, Uſe of the Sacraments, 
which you call Husks and beggarly Ele- 
ments? In the frft Place, You will allow I 
hope, that God (for wiſe Reaſons) appointed 
ſome Things to be obſerved that were not 
good in themſelves, in Condeſcenſion to the 
Weakneſs of the Jews, (as I hinted before) 


gave them Precepts that were not good, tho? 
fuited to their preſent Situation and the Cir- 
cumſtances of that People: So that it may 
be reſonably preſumed, that, in Condeſeen- 
fion to the Neceſſities of Chriſtians, he in his 
Wiſdom (who cannot err) has appointed us 
two Sacraments, tho' not eſſential in them- 
ſelves to Religion (this far I grant you ;) but 
it muſt alſo be granted they are external Helps, 
to bind ſtronger upon Men ' thoſe noble Du- 
ties of Morality wherein the Quinteſſence of 


true Religion conſiſts. And indeed the Scrip- 


ture has taken a good deal of Care to guard 
us againſt Superſtition, by telling of us, that 
LEO it 
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it is not in the mere Performance of thoſe 
outward Ordinances, but in the Performance 
of thoſe ſpiritual Duties of univerſal Chari- 
ty, Benevolence -and Righteouſneſs, which 
theſe outward Obſervances are but Helps and 
Obligations, that the Life and Eſſence of 
Chriſtianity conſiſt. From hence you may 
perceive we do not place the Chief of our Re- 
ligion in the Performance of outward Rites 


or Obſervations, as you ignorantly and un- 


jaſtly palm upon us, and indeed upon all 
Mankind, the Saints (your own dear ſelves) 
excepted: Whoever places the Chief of their 
Religion in any outward Performances, ſe- 
parates the Means from the End, and inverts 


the Order of Things. 


But, Mr. Pure, methinks it would be worth 
your ſerious Enquiry to conſider, whether 
your wilful Neglect of not uſing the Means 
poſitively enjoined to all Chriſtians to the 
End of the World, may not deprive you of 
the great End. I am perſuaded, would you 
but unſhackle yourſelves of that ſtrong Pre- 
judice, (ſo riveted in you as a People) and 
weigh thoſe Precepts and Commands laid 
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plainly down in the New Teſtament, you 


would eafily ſee through your ſingular No- 
tion, of expecting to raiſe or build a Fabrick 
without the Help of proper and neceſſary 
Utenſils. The Sacrifices and Atonement was 
of no further Uſe, nor deſigned for no other 
Purpoſe, than to bind upon the Fews more 
ſtrongly their Obligations to that inward 
Holineſs and Purity, of which (as I ſaid be- 
fore) all legal Purifications, &c. were but 
Tipes and Figures: But 'tis ſhocking to con- 
ſider the Folly and wilful Ignorance of ſome 
Men, who would be wiſe above what is writ- 
ten, and inſtead of erecting an Edifice by the 
Means and Methods revealed to them by the 
wiſe Builders, who were inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, throws away all the Implements, 

and attempts to ered a Building in the 
Air; and it having no ſolid Baſis to ſtand 
upon, and not being under the ſame Laus of 
other Bodies in that Element, the Phantom 
is wafted away with the Wind like unto 


Smoke. 


What remains now to be conſider'd is, whe- 
ther this Worſhip mentioned in the Text can 
be 
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be performed in the Uſe of outward Ordi- 
nances. In the firſt Place, Let it be noted, 
that all our Ideas come either by Reflection 
or Senſation, inate Ideas (are inate Nonſenſe) 
and the chief Inſtrument of conveying our 
Ideas to one another is our Tongues; the 
Queſtion then will be, how far this Inſtru- 
ment ought to be employed in our Addreſſes 
to God, who knows all the ſecret Springs of 
Action, and who is perfectly acquainted with 
the inmoſt Thoughts and Cogitations of our 
Hearts without the Help of our Speech. 
Let us ſee what Light the Scripture gives us 
in the Caſe; it ſays, that with the Heart 
Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs; and with 
the Tongue Confeſſion is made unto Salva- 
tion ; the Preparation of the Heart is of the 
Lord, and the Anſwer of the Tongue is from 
him. Again, it commands us to make uſe 
of this Inſtrument for every thing we want, 
ack and it ſhall be given you, &c. And what: 


ſuever (ſays our Saviour) you ask my Father 
in my Name, it ſhall be given unto you. 


Now, it further remains to be conſidered, 
whether a Perſon may not put up his Peri- 
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tions to God in an acceptable Manner in a 


Form:of Prayer compoſed by another to his 


Hand. I anſwer, Yes, provided it is expreſ- 
five of our Wants, and the Ideas annexed ta 
the Words be underſtood, and are quite apt 
to our preſent Circumſtances; and that we 
can lift up our Heart with our Voice to God 
in the Heavens, may be more acceptable to 
our Maker, than if we had petitioned him 
in a confuſed Manner by Sentences ſtruck out 
of our own Brain, which is too often the 
Caſe mach Any of yur Brethren. „5 


114 Gould not be dernde . I "ER the 
Uſe of extempore Prayer; I believe many de- 
vout Chriſtians addreſſes their Maker in this 
Way in a very apt and expreſſive Manner: 
Neither do I deny the Uſe of mental Prayer, 
which 1s the moſt ſublime Part of Prayer; 
when a pious Soul, by Meditation and Con- 
templation of the divine Perfe&ions, col- 
lects together all its Powers, ſhe ſhoots her- 
ſelf forth (as it were) towards God with 


Sighs and Groans, and Thoughts too big for 


Expreſſion: But if we do but conſider, 
that the greateſt Bulk of Mankind are fo ill 
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Judges of what is fit and convenient for them 
in this State of Probation, that their chief 
Concern here is to provide Neceſſaries to ſup- 
port the croking of their Bellies ; ſo that the 


Uſe of compoſed Forms of Prayer, which are 


ſo excellently well adapted to the various 
States and Circumſtances of Life, as you may 
obſerve in our Common Prayer Book, if you 
dare venture to peep into it, is highly neceſſary : 
But I know you are quite prejudiced, not only 
againſt looking into it, but alſo againſt reading 
any religious Book wrote by the Miniſters of 
our Church. A noted Quaker, belonging to the 
Meeting I was a Member of, who | offered 
the Loan of a Kempes Chriſtian Pattern to 
read; heasked me if it was wrote by a Friend, 
I told him no: He gave it me into my. Hand, 
and ſaid he would not give it a reading, as 
It was not wrote by one of his own Com- 
plexion. But, you know, you are all cau- 
tion'd againſt reading Books wrote by Truth's 
Enemies, or the Miniſters of Antichriſt, by 
Advice from your yearly Meeting at the Day 
of Pentecoſt at London. I ſay, if it was not 
for the Uſe of the Common Prayer Book in 
our Churches, if every common Perſon were 


allowed 
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allowed to addreſs the all- wiſe God in their 


own Terms, many fulſome Petitions would be 


offered to the great omniſcient Being, who 
knows infinitely better what is ſuitable for 
his dependent Creatures than they can pre- 
tend to know themſelves, 


The next Thing to be conſidered is, whe- 
ther the Goſpel may not be truly preached 
and explained by thoſe who think it their 
Duty to compoſe and model their Diſcourſes 
before-hand to avoid Tautology and Incohe- 
rence; I again anſwer yes, provided the ſame 
Truths are conveyed to the Peoples Under- 
ſtandings as are delivered extempore. I do not 
ſee where the Difference lieth, unleſs the one 
is much better connected and diſplayed in 
more beautiful Terms than the other, which is 
a common Caſe: For my Part, I always ima- 
gine that two and three are equal to five, 
which Way ſoever 1t 1s communicated, whe- 
ther a Man tells me ſo by Dint of natural 
Reaſon, or pretends to deliver it to me by In- 
ſpiration. This I rake to be Demonſtration, 
though I know you will not allow it in the 
Senſe I {peak it. 


QUAKER 


[8] 


Qua 


Now How can't not charge me with ill 
Manners. | I have heard thy long Diſcourſe 
upon, the Nature of ſpiritual Worſhip, which 
thou wilt blend with carnal Ordinances and 
outward Forms and Ceremonies, which we as 
a People ever have, and will oppoſe: There- 
fore all thy carnal Reaſoning to prove the 
Uſe of carnal Ordinances. and Men- made 
Prayers, and ſtudied Diſcourſes called Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, has not any Effect upon 
my Inward Man; 'tis empty Sound in my 
Ears, Vanity, and lighter than Vanity. [ 
find that all my Labour of Love is like 
throwing of outward Water upon a Stone, 
thy Heart is harder than the Nether-milſtone, 
thou haſt forſaken the Paths of Truth, and 
is wandering on in the broad Way to Deſtruc- 
tion; thou art determined to continue upon 
the barren Mountains, feeding upon Husks 
of Ceremonies and carnal Ordinances : So. 
that I have now unboſom'd myſelf to thee X 
and has diſcharged my. Conſcience of that 
Load that was upon it on account of the, 
Report I heard of thy Apoſtacy from the 

K Truth 
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Truth of our holy Profeſſion, which thou 
has (to my Sorrow) convinced me of from 
thy own Mouth. I think I feel little more 
upon my Mind to ſay to thee, therefore ſhall 
take my | Leave of thee, and bid thee farewel; 
but muſt aſſure thee, we as a People ſhall not 
for the future have any more Dealings with 

thee in any Reſpect, unleſs thou ſhouldeſt ſee 
into the'Pit into which thou haſt fallen, and 
bleet for Deli iverance, and then we ſhall receive 


thee into our Fold again, which i is what wp 
Bowels yearns after. Farewel. 


L 4 * N 4 e 


As you are inclined to drop the Contro- 
verſy with me, and as] find 'tis to no Pur- 
poſe Reaſoning with you any longer, for that 
is entirely thrown away upon you, (as I told 
you before) if you, were brayed in a Mortar 
you would turn out the ſame individual 
Man: I therefore am willing to defiſt from 
uſing any further Arguments with you to 
convince you of the Abſurdity of your erro- 
neous, Principles, which I ſhall never more 
embrace. 


But 
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But before we part ſuffer me to make a few 
ſhort Remarks upon what you laſt ſaid. You 
fay, notwithſtanding all the carnal Reaſon- 
ing (as you call it). I have made uſe of to 
prove the Uſe of external Duties in the ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip of the Goſpel, that you will 
ever oppoſe as a People, my Arguments are 
of no Weight with you, they are Vanity, 
and lighter than Vanity; 5 ſo that "tis altoge- 
ther needleſs to urge any further Arguments 
with you to enforce their Uſe. I ſhall leave 
you to reſt in your gloomy, , lethargick Wor- 
ſhip; but for my Part, I hope to perſevere on 
in my Pilgrimage here in the Performances 
of all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, which 
will enable me to glide through Life in a 
ſteady, uniform Courſe of Virtue, which ne- 
ver fails of yielding a peaceful Serenity of 
Mind here, and productive of all the Fruits 


of the good Spirit, Love, Peace, Joy and 


Charity; and gives an Entrance at laſt into 
that Place of Bliſs where we ſhall be for ever 
happier than finite Underſtandings can con- 
ceive. Your baſe and uncharitable Cenſure 
touching the State of my Soul, that my Heart 


is harder than the Nether-milſtone, and I am 
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in the broad Way, having forſaken the Truth, 
(meaning ee, ) is a Thine ſo common 
leaſt ſurpriſe me. Whoever Happens to have 
their Eyes opened to ſee, your Errors, and 
happily. eſcapes the Monſter, tho' they after- 
wards live ever ſo pious a Life, you always 
look upon them with Contempt and Diſdain, 
excluding.them from ſo much as deſerving of 
the very Name of Chriſtians; and if they 
cannot fiſh for Neceſlaries to ſupport Life, 
they may die in a Ditch for any Mercy you 
will ſhow to them: But if a Man, can, af- 
ter he is either diſcarded by you, (often for 
Trifles) or forſakes your Errors, if he can 


but battle his Conſcience ſo far as. to ſuffer 


himſelf to write a few Lines and condemn 
whar he has done, he is admitted into your So- 
clety again; a Thing l ſincerely declare I would 
not be guilty of togain me the whole World. 


I remember a Caſe a few Years ago, which 


happen'd in the Mceting I was then a Mem- 


ber of, vis. A proud, haughty, young Fel- 


low, who had caſt his Eyes upon one of the 


Daughters of the Land, and was ſo enamour'd 
with 
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with her Beauty, the Texture of her Body, 


and the good Qualities of her Mind, that he 


applied to one of the Men in Black, and mar- 
ried her, who proves an exceeding worthy 
Wife, if he does but know how to value her. 
This being (you know) a Grime of ſo deep 
a Die in your Peoples Eyes, that it amounts 
to no leſs than a Bull of Excommunication : 
Knowing this was likely to be his Fate, con- 
ſequent upon the Rules of your Green Cloth, 
he (in order to evade the Bull) did, in a ſe- 
Je& Meeting where I was preſent, plead hard 
with the Elders of ael not to ſuffer the 
Bull to ſeize him; and beg'd they would ac- 
cept his Tears and verbal Acknowledgment, 


inſtead of a formal Confeſſion in Writing. 


Upon which an old Preacher ſtood up on the 
Roſtrum, and ſaid, © Friends, remember a 


_ & Simile of one of our worthy Friends, whic't 


** he introduced upon the like Occaſion now 
before us, vis. After a Friend has forfeited 
* his Fellowſhip with us as a Feople if he be 
a Sheep he will bleet about the Camp of 
Iſrael to be received again into the Fold; 
but in caſe he turn out a Goat, away he 
runs on to the barren Mountains where the 
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« Pells ring.” So that he was received into 
the Fold again by his Tears and verbal Con- 
feſſion, that he was ſorry he had. offended 
them by marrying one of the fineſt of Wo⸗ 
men, and for no other Reaſon than her not 
being of your dark Complexion: touching 
Religion. This is a Piece of your Diſcipline, 
which is ſhamefully ridiculous; and the Rea- 
ſon you alledge for this Whim, is the Apo- 
ſtle's adviſing the Believers in his Day, who 
were ſurrounded with Heathens, not to marry 
with Unbelievers: But the Caſe is by no 
Means parallel, unleſs you can prove your- 
ſelves the only Believers, and all others Un- 
believers; but 'tis well known this Iſland 


was bleſs'd with many Thouſands of true Be- 


lievers of the Goſpel long before George Fox 
was born. So wiſhing you a right Under- 


ſtanding of what makes for your preſent 
Peace and future Happineſs, 


I am yours, &c. 


C. 
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F any of the Quakers think I have either 
mifrepreſented, or miſunderſtood their 
Champion Barclay, where I have touch'd up- 
on his Apolog y, 1 am prepared to receive Con- 
viction from any of them who fhall convince 
me herein, and ſhall freely make proper Ac- 
knowledgwent: : But in caſe any of them ſhould 
be moved to fally out upon this poor Pro- 
duction of mine, and glean up ſeveral Scraps 
of Scripture, wherein they imagine are expreſs 
Expreſſions corroborating their Principles; 
I anſwer before hand, that thoſe Texts of 
Scripture, when rightly underſtood, are con- 


ſiſtent with the Attributes of God, conſonant 


to the main Scope of the Word of God, a- 
greeable to unblemiſh'd Reaſon, and to the 
Nature and moral Rectitude of Things, ot 
they are not: If they are, they cannot 


pollibly ſo much as countenance their erro- 


neous 
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nedus Scheme; becauſe I think I have evi- 
dently proy'd them inconſiſtent with the At- 
tributes of God, repugnant to the main Scope 
of the Scriptures, and contrary to ſound Rea- 
ſon, and to the Nature and moral - itneſs of 
Things. « 

As I have not had the good Luck of a li- 
beral Education, it cannot be reaſonably ex- 
pected I ſhould convey my Ideas in ſo conſpi- 
cuous a Manner, as otherwiſe might have 
been look'd for; and if I have not acted the 
Orator or Grammarian, I nevertheleſs hope I 
have acted the Chriſtian, and have conveyed 
my Ideas, in ſuch a Manner as to be at leaſt 
underſtood : And if I happen to be-deficient 
in the former, I nevertheleſs hope my good- 
natur d Readers will pay a greater Regard to 
the Sincerity of my Intention, than to Po- 
licencfs of Stile, or Coherence of its Parts. 
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